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Hotel. The fourth terrorist followed behind in a Volks- 
wagen. Once in the hotel they sent Dubs’ driver to inform 
the U.S. embassy and the Afghan authorities. An A- 
merican diplomat, Bruce Flatin, arrived at the hotel soon 
after and so did the police. The Afghan security men 
were accompanied by Soviet advisors who sealed off the 
area at once, allowing no one in or out of the hotel. The 
chief security officer of the Soviet embassy, Sergey Ba- 
khurin, was directing the operations. Even the American 
diplomats were not permitted to enter. 


_ The American diplomats made desperate attempts to 
keep the negotiations with the terrorists open and to wear 
them down. They tried contacting Afghan and Soviet 
authorities, and at one point were told that they were 
“mterfering in the internal affairs of a sovereign count- 
ry.” Taraki, the President of Afghanistan, could not be 
reached, nor could Amin, the Foreign Minister. The head 
of the security police could not be found, and the Minister 
of the Interior was too busy. Even the Soviet ambassador 
had no time for Flatin. 

The Afghan authorities, with the support of their 
Russian advisers, decided not to negotiate with the ter- 
Torists and ordered the Afghan marksmen to fire a deadly 
volley. Dubs was hit in the head, the wrist, and near the 
heart. 

The United States issued protests to both Afghanistan 
and the Soviet Union. The Afghans responded that they 
had done everything posible to save Dubs’ life and the 
Soviet Union disclaimed any responsibility; after all, 
would they interfere in the internal affairs of a sovereign 
state? But I myself saw the Soviet advisers directing the 
Afghan security forces. Was it only because they were 
the only ones with walkie-talkies? 

If this was the only problem with the official version, 
the Soviets and Afghans would have been guilty of an 
error in judgment — taking a hard line with the ter- 
rorists — and of compounding it by refusing to listen to 
the American diplomats. 

But there are even more serious questions. The even- 
ing newspapers in Kabul showed the bodies of all four 
terrorists, yet after the incident two of them were still 
alive. Why were they killed? The terrorists, according to 
the official version, demanded the release from prison of 
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Bahruddin Bahes, a Shiite activist. But it was common 
knowledge, although never reported, that Bahes had been 
killed in an escape attempt. Why would the terrorists 
demand the release of a dead man? 

The official version is that the four were members 
of a Shiite sect. At this time Khomeini had just come 
to power in Iran, and the “Moslem fanatics” made natural 
fall guys. But I had an acquaintance in the hospital where 
the bodies were taken for routine post-mortem examina- 
tion. He told me that none of the four were circumcised. 
Since circumcision is a religious obligation for every 
male Muslim, they were certainly not Muslims. But if 
the four were not members of a Shiite group, then who 
were they? 

The photographs of the dead terrorists published in 
the newspapers showed men who resembled the inhabitants 
of Badakhshan, a province bordering the Soviet Union. 
The people on both sides of the border are very much 
alike, except that the Afghans follow their traditional and 
religious faith and many on the Soviet side have abandon- 
ed traditional religious practices — like cirumcision. 

The simplest explanation for these facts is that the 
men were from the Soviet Union. 

After the incident, stories circulated that the whole 
affair was the work of KGB agents. This version would 
explain why the authorities would not consult with the 
Americans, why the surviving terrorists were killed, and 
why in the official version non-Muslims were transformed 
into narrow-minded Shiite nationalists. 

Unfortunately, completely convincing proof is lack- 
ing. The political situation in Afghanistan at the time 
was turbulent. The Soviets were trying to prop up an un- 
popular regime that was challenged by insurgents. The 
pro-Soviet Afghan government was divided into factions, 
which would later lead to the overthrow of Taraki by 
Amin. In the midst of this turmoil a provocation against 
the United States might serve the interests of many dif- 
ferent individuals. 

Dubs’ murder led to a near collapse of diplomatic 
relations. American presence in Afghanistan was reduced, 
and the position of the Soviets strengthened. But one 
thing remains clear: the official version is a fabrication. 
The real story behind the murder of Adolph Dubs is yet 
to be told. 
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